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ABSTRACT

This research purposes were to 1) study the structure and fucntions in educational provision for students with
special needs and 2) analyze gaps and improvement issues in educational provision for students with special
needs. The research employed qualitative approach. Data collected through documentary study, in-depth
interview, and focus group of 29 organizations and field study of 7 selected organizations/schools, totally 36
organizations. These organistions represent formal, non-formal, and informal educationa from pre-early childhood
to higher education. Data were analyzed by content and thematic analyses.

The results found that 1) structure and functions of the educational provision for students with special needs
includes four types of organizations with different and cohesive functions to provide educations for students with
special needs aiming to support them for employment and well-being consisting of policy-making organizations
function for policy setting and implementation monitoring, schools provide different kinds educational programmes
or activities for stduents from various educational levels, supporting organizations (e,g, foundations) provide
supports for famoliies and schools, and familes/communities provide cares and informal educations for students as
well as collaborate with schools and other organizations; 2). gaps and improvement issues in educational provision
for students with special needs include three major gaps comprising.of students cannot attend schools, students’
qualities are poor, and students cannot accesss. required services, and criticals improvement issues such as
acceptance among parents and society, teacher preparation’ and development, and service system management,

are addressed.

Keywords : Educational provision, Students with special needs, Structure, Function, Gap
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