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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were: 1) to Investigate a problem state of instruction on the course
‘Nursing Adults and the Aged’, 2) to create a learning management strategy on the course ‘Nursing
Adults and the Aged’, 3) to compare students’ learning achievements, based on a criterion judged,
gained before and after learning, 4) to examine students’ practice skill after learning, and 5) to
investigate students’ satisfaction of the learning management strategy.

A sample was 53 sophomores enrolled in academic year 2011 Savannakhet Health Science
College, Lao People’s Democratic Republic. The study process comprised 4 steps: 1) investigating a
problem state, 2) creating a development strategy, 3) implementing the development strategy, and
4) improving and disseminating the development strategy. The instruments used were: 1) learning
management plan, 2) participatory workshop, 3) learning achievement test, 4) measure of practice skill,
and 5) questionnaire asking satisfaction of the learning management strategy. Qualitative data analysis
was done using content analysis. Statistics used. for quantitative data analysis were frequency,
percentage, standard deviation, and t-test of Dependent Samples.

The finding were:

1. The problem state of instructional’management. on the course ‘Nursing Adults and the Aged’
comprised 3 aspects: instructor aspect which consists of lacking facilities conducive for providing media
and learning sources, having on enough._ specialized instructors, having on interest in individual
difference, activity being done without: following the teaching process specified in the learning
management plan; instructional process aspect which includes on continuing in instructional process,
frequently using a multiple-choice test for measuring and evaluating contents based on the text,
stressing little the importance of measuring and evaluating achievement during learning; and student
aspect which includes lacking additional study from other learning sources, lacking analysis and
synthesis processes, being unable to link or integrate the content and substance with those concerned.

2. The need or guideline for resolving an instructional problem comprised 3 aspects: instructor
aspect which consists of stressing their role as facilitator, training some instructors on the course that
lacks a specialist, realizing an individual difference, and doing activity following the instructional process
as specified in the written learning management plan; instructional process aspect which includes
managing the instruction continuously by covering contents in the curriculum, employing various
methods of measurement and evaluation; and student aspect which includes their abilities to develop in
thinking, analyzing, searching for knowledge, learning continuously from various learning sources,
linking the content and substance learned with those on other courses, being awgre of realizing the

importance of nursing professional.
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3. The strategy for the problem-based learning management possesses important components of
idea and principle, target, learning management process, learning management plan and measurement
as well as evaluation. In the problem-based learning management process, there are 7 steps:
presentation of the problem situation, problem situation analysis, learning issue determination,
knowledge search, presenting knowledge and finding an answer, enlarging knowledge from the newly
raised questions, and generalization of new knowledge for finding the best way.

4. Implementation of the problem-based learning management strategy resulted in higher
learning achievement after learning of the students than that before their learning at the .01 level of
significance. Over 75% of the full score was their gain in achievement after learning.

5. After implementing the problem-based learning management strategy, every student had all
these skill at the high level: checking equipment before they gave treatment to the patient, cleaning
equipment, tools, and putting away after using with a patient. Most of them had a correct practice
according to the learned theory and used equipment and tools in treatment of the patients correctly at
the high level. As for the correct preparation of a patient, every student had skill.of practice at the
moderate level.

6. The students were satisfied with the-learning management strategy at the high level both as
a whole and each item. The first three highest rankings ©of isatisfaction were: instructors use a question
to stimulate students to search for an answer, having a discussion:and learning exchange with
classmates in group and classroom, and being:able to apply the knowledge learned from the lessons to

a daily life problem solution.
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