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A Strategy for enhancing knowledge and awareness in prevention of danger
from chemical pesticides as the result of the Impact Problems of the rent
Project on Para Rubber Plantation in the Areas of the Government
: A case in Ban Had Chiang Tom, Bolikhan District,

Bolikhamxay Province, Lao People Democratic Republic
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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were: 1) to investigate the jproblem of impacts of the rent project for
para rubber plantation in the areas of the government on the Ban Had Chiang Tom community, Bolikhan
district, Bolikhamxay province, Lao People’s Democratic Republic in the 4 aspects: (1) environment and
nature aspect, (2) social aspect, (3) economic aspect, and (4) health aspect; 2) to create a strategy to
solve the problem of impacts of the rent project for para rubber plantation in the areas of the
government, (3) to examine the results of implementing the strategy to solve the problem of impacts of
the rent project for para rubber plantation in the areas of the government. A sample used in the stage
of examining the problem of impacts was people of 120 families who lived in the Had Chiang Tom
village, whereas a sample used in the stage of implementing the strategy comprised those from 28
families. The tools used to collect data were 1) an in-depth interview guide concerning the problem of
impacts of the rent project for para rubber plantation in the areas of the government, 2) a questionnaire
asking the problem of impacts of the rent project for para rubber plantation in the areas of the
government, 3) a project for enhancing knowledge and awareness of preventing danger from chemical
pesticides, 4) a manual for preventing danger from chemical pesticides, 5) a test of knowledge about

preventing danger from chemical pesticides, 6) a test of awareness in preventing danger from chemical
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particles, and 7) a questionnaire asking satisfaction of participation in the project of training activity.
Statistics used to analyze data were mean, standard deviation and t-test of dependent samples.
The findings were as follows:

1. The problem of impact of the rent project for para rubber plantation in the areas of the
government on the Ban Had Chiang Tom community as a whole was at the moderate level. Considering it
by aspect, it was found that two aspects of them were at the high level: health and the environment
and the other two aspects were at the moderate and low levels respectively: social and economic.
As arranged from higher to lower ranks of the problems, the aspect that had the highest problem was
of health and the two others that ranked next were of the environment and nature, and social aspects;
while the economic aspect had the lowest problem. As the list of problems was considered, 6 out of 23
problems were found at the highest levels: 1) getting sick because of eating mushrooms and crops
collected from the para rubber plantation areas; 2) being ill very often because of chemicals which
were spread out in the air, the soil and water, or food, 3) being exposed to toxic substances into the
body because of using chemicals in para rubber plantation which spread out over the area, 4) being not
able to expand the cultivation because the area was changed. into para rubber plantation, 5) incurred
conflicts between villagers and rubber plantation owners, . and 6) having difficulty of raising animals,
especially, cattle because the raising areas were changed into rubber plantation.

2. The strategy to solve the problem of impacts of the rent project in the areas of the government
on the Ban Had Chiang Tom community was to give training for enhancing knowledge and awareness
in prevention of danger from chemical pesticides~and to produce a manual for preventing chemical
pesticides.

3. After the implementation of the strategy, the people had significantly higher knowledge and
awareness of preventing danger from chemical pesticides than those before the implementation at the
.01 level and passed the determined criterion by having the highest level satisfaction of participation in

various activities.

Keywords : Strategy for Solving, Impact Problems, Para Rubber Plantation
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