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ABSTRACT

The research aimed to 1) collect and categorize the types of ethnic folk tales from Mueang district in
Maehongson province; 2) examine and analyze the beliefs, values, traditions, ways of life, and roles that these
ethnic folk tales from Mueang district in Mae Hong Son province portray; and 3) construct a local curriculum on
these folk tales. The sample in the study, obtained by purposive sampling, comprised 50 participants from
different ethnic groups in Mueang district, Maehongson province. The research tools consisted of curriculum
documents, including folk tales and eight lesson plans.

The study results revealed that: 1) The majority of ethnic folk tales in Mueang district, Mae Hong Son
Province, were 17 animal tales, followed by 15 local tales, ten myths, seven fairy tales, and one jest, 2) The folk
tales reflected people’s beliefs in religion, fate, non-human beings, as well as their values, traditions, ways of
life, and roles. The values discovered were: love, diligence, and respect for the elderly. The study also showed
that the ways of life, settlement patterns, housing characteristics, transportation, tools and equipment, and local
food were all tied to traditions of livelihood; and 3) The developed local curriculum that incorporated ethnic folk
tales, was of an appropriate quality level, adhered to the course description for an additional subject (Tor) 16201:
Folk tales in Mueang district, Mae Hong Son Province, ‘and served as the guideline for.determining its objectives,
contents, and teaching and learning activities. According to the course description, learners are required to study
folk tales to discover the hidden meanings in the stories, including idioms, language, ways of life, customs and
traditions, values, and thoughts that assist in comprehending the local-context and recognize the values of local

folk tales.

Keywords: Local Curriculum, Folk Tales, Ethnic Groups
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